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1 Public School Attendance Amendments
2026 GENERAL SESSION
STATE OF UTAH
Chief Sponsor: Lincoln Fillmore
House Sponsor:Jason E. Thompson

LONGTITLE
General Description:
This bill establishes comprehensive student attendance monitoring, chronic absenteeism
supports, and accountability requirements for local education agencies.
Highlighted Provisions:
Thishill:

» establishes comprehensive student attendance monitoring and accountability requirements;
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» requires local education agencies to implement enhanced attendance tracking and intervention
programs;
12 » mandates performance metrics for attendance notifications and enforcement actions;
13 » creates data quality standards for student participation reporting; and
14 » makes technical changes.
15 Money Appropriated in thisBill:

16 None
17 Other Special Clauses:
18 This bill provides a special effective date.
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Utah Code Sections Affected:
AMENDS:
53F-2-102 , as last amended by Laws of Utah 2022, Chapter 17
53G-6-201, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2025, Chapter 34
53G-6-202 , as last amended by Laws of Utah 2021, Chapter 359 and further amended by Revisor
Instructions, Laws of Utah 2021, Chapter 359
53G-6-203, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2023, Chapter 161
53G-6-206 , as last amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 516
53G-6-210, aslast amended by Laws of Utah 2024, Chapter 20
ENACTS:
53G-6-213, Utah Code Annotated 1953
53G-6-214 , Utah Code Annotated 1953

Be it enacted by the Legidature of the state of Utah:
Section 1. Section 53F-2-102 is amended to read:
53F-2-102. Definitions.
Asused in this chapter:
(1) "Attendance validated program” means an educational program where:

(a) student participation is measured by physical or virtual attendance at scheduled instructional

periods; and
(b) astudent receives direct teacher interaction and instruction for the course or program the student is

enrolledin.

[(1)] (2) "Basic state-supported school program,” "basic program,” or "basic school program” means
public education programs for kindergarten, elementary, and secondary school students that are
operated and maintained for the amount derived by multiplying the number of weighted pupil units
for each [school-district-or-charter-school] LEA by the value established each year in the enacted
public education budget, except as otherwise provided in this chapter.

(3) "Educational services' means providing learning opportunities and services designed to support

a student to be prepared to succeed and |ead by having the knowledge and skills to learn, engage

civicaly, and lead meaningful lives through providing:
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(&) high quality instruction for each student that includes direct interaction between a teacher and

students;

(b) personalized learning supports for each student; and
(c) appropriate instructional delivery methods based on the student's enrollment type as defined in this

section.

4

(a) "Instructional day" means.

(i) for students enrolled in an attendance validated program, a school day on which an LEA

provides educational services through scheduled periods with direct teacher interaction; or

(ii) for students enrolled in alearner validated program specifically designed for competency-based

or self-paced learning, any day during which educational services are actively provided through

the LEA's structured learning delivery system.
(b) "Instructional day" does not include:
(i) dayswhere educational services are not actively provided to students; or

(ii) any day in aprogram that an LEA designated as |earner validated solely to avoid providing direct

educational services that would otherwise be required for an attendance validated program.

(5) "Instructional hours' means:

(a) for students enrolled in an attendance validated program, the hours in an instructional day during

which an LEA provides educational services through scheduled instructional periods; or

(b) for students enrolled in alearner validated program, the equivalent hours of educational services

made available to students, as measured by the LEA's continuing enrollment measurement

requirements established in the LEA's written policy.

(6) "Learner validated program™ means an educational program specifically designed for competency-

based or self-paced |earning where:

(a) student participation is measured by demonstrated academic progress and completion of learning

objectives rather than by attendance at scheduled instructional periods; and
(b) the LEA has established a written policy that:
(i) defines:
(A) continuing enrollment measurement requirements;

(B) standards for demonstrating academic progress,
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(C) methods for calculating equivalent instructional hours; and

(D) procedures for ensuring equivalent educational rigor and support as provided in attendance

validated programs; and

(i) meets any additional criteriathe state board requires.
[(3) "Pupiti . .
[(9] (7)

(@ "Minimum School Program" means the state-supported public school programs for kindergarten,

elementary, and secondary schools as described in this Subsection [(4)] (7).

(b) The Minimum School Program established in [school-districts-and-charter-schools] an LEA shall
include the equivalent of a school term of nine months as determined by the state board.

(©)

(i) The state board shall establish the number of instructional days or equivalent instructional hours that
school is held for an academic school year.

(if) Education, enhanced by utilization of technologically enriched delivery systems, when approved by
an LEA governing board, shall receive full support by the state board as it pertainsto fulfilling the
attendance requirements, excluding time spent viewing commercial advertising.

(d)

(i) AnLEA governing board may reallocate up to 32 instructional hours or four [sehoel] instructional
days established under Subsection [(4)(€)] (7)(c) for teacher preparation time or teacher professional
development.

(i1) A redlocation of instructional hours or [sehoel] instructional days under Subsection [(4)(e)(1)] (7)
(d)(i) is subject to the approval of two-thirds of the members of an LEA governing board voting in a
regularly scheduled meeting:

(A) at which aquorum of the LEA governing board is present; and

(B) heldin compliance with Title 52, Chapter 4, Open and Public Meetings Act.

(iii) 1f an LEA governing board reallocates instructional hours or [sehoel] instructional days as provided
by this Subsection [(4)}{d)] (7)(d), the [school-district-or-charter-school] LEA shall notify students
parents of the school calendar at |east[:]

[(A)] 90 days before the beginning of the school year[;-of] .



117

121

123
124
125
126
127
128

131

132

134
135

138

141

143

145
147

SB0058S03 compared with SB0058S04

hours-or-school-days:]
(iv) Instructional hours or [schoeol-days] instructional days reallocated for teacher preparation time or

teacher professional development pursuant to this Subsection [(4){d)] (7)(d) is considered part of a
school term referred to in Subsection [(4)(b)] (7)(b).

(e) The Minimum School Program includes a program or alocation funded by aline item appropriation
or other appropriation designated as follows:

(i) Basic School Program;

(ii) Related to Basic Programs;

(iii) Voted and Board Levy Programs; or

(iv) Minimum School Program.

(8) "Pupil in average daily membership" or "ADM" means a full-day equivalent pupil.

[(5)] (9) "Weighted pupil unit or units or WPU or WPUS" means the unit of measure of factorsthat is
computed in accordance with this chapter for the purpose of determining the costs of a program on a
uniform basis for each [school-district-or-charter-school] LEA.

Section 2. Section 53G-6-201 is amended to read:
53G-6-201. Definitions.
Asused in this part:

(1) "Absence" or "absent" means:

(a) for astudent enrolled in an attendance validated program, the failure of a school-age child assigned

to aclass or class period to attend the class or class period for agiven day or class period; or

(b) for astudent enrolled in alearner validated program, the failure of a school-age child to meet the

LEA's continuing enrollment measurement requirements as established in the LEA's written policy.

(2) "Attendance validated program” means the same as that term is defined in Section 53F-2-102.

(3) "Chronic absenteeism" means a student who:
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(a) wasenrolledinan LEA for at |east 60 calendar days; and

(b) has been absent for at least 10% of days of instruction, whether the absence was excused or not
excused.

[(2)] (4) "Educational neglect" means the same as that term is defined in Section 80-1-102.

(5) "Educational services' means the same asthat term is defined in Section 53F-2-102.

[(3)] (6)

(@) "Home-based microschool” means an individual or association of individuals that:

(i) registers as a business entity in accordance with state and local laws; and
(if) for compensation, provides kindergarten through grade 12 education services to 16 or fewer
students from an individual's residential dwelling, accessory dwelling unit, or residential
property.
(b) "Home-based microschool" does not include a daycare.
(7) "Instructional day" means the same as that term is defined in Section 53F-2-102.
[(4)] (8) "Instructor" means an individual who teaches a student as part of a home-based microschool or

micro-education entity.
(9) "Learner validated program” means the same as that term is defined in Section 53F-2-102.

[(5)] (10)

(8 "Micro-education entity" means a person or association of persons that:

(i) registersasabusiness entity in accordance with state and local laws; and
(it) for compensation, provides kindergarten through grade 12 education services to 100 students or
fewer.

(b) "Micro-education entity" does not include:

(i) adaycare;

(if) ahome-based microschool;

(i) aprivate school; or

(iv) aschool within the public education system.

[(6)] (11) "Minor" means an individual who isunder 18 yearsold.

[(7H] (12) "Parent" includes:

(@) acustodia parent of the minor;

(b) alegally appointed guardian of aminor; or
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(c) any other person purporting to exercise any authority over the minor which could be exercised by a
person described in Subsection [(A(a)-er-(b)] (12)(a) or (b).

[(8)] (13) "School day" means the portion of aday that school isin session in which a school-age child
Isrequired to be in school for purposes of receiving instruction.

[(9)] (14) "School year" means the period of time designated by alocal school board or charter school
governing board as the school year for the school where the school-age child:

(@) isenrolled; or

(b) should be enrolled, if the school-age child is not enrolled in school.

[(20)] (15) "School-age child" means a minor who:

(@) isat least six years old but younger than 18 years old; and

(b) isnot emancipated.

(16) "Tardy" means a student's arrival after the designated start time for a class period or instructional

day, as defined by the LEA's written policy.
[(tD)] (17)

(8 "Truant” means a condition in which a school-age child, without avalid excuse, and subject to
Subsection [(1)(b)] (17)(b), is absent for at least:
(i) half of the [seheel] instructional day for a student enrolled in an attendance validated program;
or

(i) if the school-age child is enrolled in alearner verified program, as that term is defined by the
state board, the relevant amount of time under the LEA's policy regarding the LEA's continuing
enrollment measure as it relates to truancy.

(b) A school-age child may not be considered truant under this part more than one time during one day.
[(22)] (18) "Truant minor" means a school-age child who:

(a) s subject to the requirements of Section 53G-6-202 or 53G-6-203; and

(b) istruant.

[(33)] (19)

(@ "Valid excuse" means:

(i) anillness, which may be either mental or physical, regardless of whether the school-age child or
parent provides documentation from amedical professional;

(ii) mental or behavioral health of the school-age child;

(iii) afamily death;
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(iv) an approved school activity;

(v) an absence permitted by a school-age child's:

(A) individualized education program; or

(B) Section 504 accommodation plan;

(vi) competition in arodeo sanctioned by an international, non-profit organization dedicated to
the development of sportsmanship, horsemanship, and character in youth through the sport of
rodeo;

(vii) an absence permitted in accordance with Subsection 53G-6-803(5); or

(viii) any other excuse established as valid by alocal school board, charter school governing board,
or school district.

(b) "Valid excuse" does not mean a parent acknowledgment of an absence for areason other than a
reason described in Subsections [(23)(a)(i)-through-(vi)] (19)(a)(i) through (vii), unless specifically
permitted by the local school board, charter school governing board, or school district under
Subsection [(A3)(a)(vii)] (19)(a)(viii).

Section 3. Section 53G-6-202 is amended to read:
53G-6-202. Compulsory education.

(1) Asusedinthis section:

(& "Intentionally” means the same as that term is defined in Section 76-2-103.

(b) "Notice of compulsory education violation" means a notice issued in accordance with Subsections
(3) and (4).

(c) "Remainder of the school year" means the portion of the school year beginning on the day after the

day on which anotice of compulsory education violation is served and ending on the last day of the
school year.

(2) Except as provided in Section 53G-6-204 or 53G-6-702, the parent of a school-age child shall enroll
and send the school-age child to a public or regularly established private school.

(3) A school administrator, a designee of a school administrator, alaw enforcement officer acting as
aschool resource officer, or atruancy specialist may only issue a notice of compulsory education
violation to a parent of a school-age child if the school-age child is:

() ingrade 1 through 6; and

(b) truant at least five times during the school year.

(4) A notice of compulsory education violation issued to a parent:
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(@) shall direct the parent to:

(i) meet with school authorities to discuss the school-age child's school attendance problems; and

(ii) cooperate with the local school board, charter school governing board, or school district in securing
regular attendance by the school-age child;

(b) shall designate the school authorities with whom the parent is required to meset;

(c) shall statethat it isaclass B misdemeanor for the parent to intentionally or without good cause:

(i) fail to meet with the designated school authorities to discuss the school-age child's school
attendance problems; or

(i) fail to prevent the school-age child from being truant five or more times during the remainder of the
school year;

(d) shall be served on the parent by personal service or certified mail; and

(e) may not be issued unless the school-age child has been truant at least five times during the school
year.

® [B

for a parent of a school-age child to intentionally or without good cause fail to enroll the school-age

it] It isaclass B misdemeanor

child in school, unless the school-age child is exempt from enrollment under Section 53G-6-204 or
53G-6-702.
©) [

for a parent of a school-age child who isin grade 1 through 6 to, after being served with a notice of

it] Itisaclass B misdemeanor

compulsory education violation, intentionally or without good cause:

(a) fail to meet with the school authorities designated in the notice of compulsory education violation to
discuss the school -age child's school attendance problems; or

(b) fail to prevent the school-age child from being truant five or more times during the remainder of the
school year.

(1) B
school governing board, or [school-distriet] LEA official shall report violations of this section to the
appropriate county or district attorney.

] A local school board, charter

(8) [Exeept-duringthe-period-described

if-] If school personnel have reason
to believe that, after a notice of compulsory education violation is issued, the parent has failed
to make a good faith effort to ensure that the school-age child receives an appropriate education,
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the issuer of the compulsory education violation shall report to the Division of Child and Family
Services:

277 (a) identifying information of the school-age child and the parent who received the notice of
compulsory education violation;

279 (b) information regarding the longest number of consecutive [sehoel] instructional days the school-age
child has been absent or truant from school and the percentage of [schoel] instructional days the
school-age child has been absent or truant during each relevant school term;

283 (c) whether the school-age child has made adequate educational progress,

284 (d) whether the requirements of Section 53G-6-206 have been met;

285 (e) whether the school-age child istwo or more years behind the local public school's age group
expectationsin one or more basic skills; and

287 (f) whether the school-age child is receiving special education services or systematic remediation
efforts.

289 (9) An LEA shall maintain records of each notice of compulsory education violation issued and any

resulting referrals and general outcomes.

291
295 Section 4. Section 53G-6-203 is amended to read:
296 53G-6-203. Truancy -- Notice of truancy -- Failureto cooperate with school authorities.

298 (1) Except as provided in Section 53G-6-204 or 53G-6-702, a school-age child who isenrolled in a
public school shall attend the public school in which the school-age child is enrolled.

301 (2) Inaccordance with Section 53G-8-211, alocal school board, charter school governing board, or
school district may impose administrative penalties on a school-age child who is:

304 () ingrade 7 or above, unless the school-age child isless than 12 years old; and

305 (b) truant.

306 (3) [Atoea-school-board-or-charter-school-] An LEA governing board:

307 (d) may authorize a school administrator, a designee of a school administrator, alaw enforcement
officer acting as a school resource officer, or atruancy specialist to issue a notice of truancy in
accordance with Subsection (4); and

-10-
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(b) shall establish a procedure for a school-age child, or the school-age child's parents, to contest a
notice of truancy.

(4) A notice of truancy described in Subsection (3):

(@) may not be issued until a school-age child has been truant at least five times during the school year;

(b) may not be issued to a school-age child who isless than 12 years old or in agrade below grade 7,

(c) may not be issued to a school-age child exempt from school attendance as provided in Section
53G-6-204 or 53G-6-702;

(d) shall direct the school-age child who receives the notice of truancy and the parent of the school-age
child to:

(i) meet with school authorities to discuss the school-age child's truancies; and

(ii) cooperate with the [toeal-scheol-beard,-charter-schoel-] LEA governing board, or school district in
securing regular attendance by the school-age child; and

(e) shall be mailed to, or served on, the school-age child's parent.

S

[(a) Exeeptasprovidedin-Subsection{5)(b); nothing] Nothing in this part prohibits alocal [sehoet
board,-charter-school-]governing board[;] or [school-district] LEA official from taking action to
resolve atruancy problem with a school-age child who has been truant fewer than five times,

provided that the action does not conflict with the requirements of this part.

(6) An LEA shall maintain records of each notice of truancy issued and any resulting referrals and

general outcomes.

Section 5. Section 53G-6-206 is amended to read:
53G-6-206. Dutiesof alocal school board, charter school governing board, or school district

in promoting regular attendance -- Parental involvement -- Liability not imposed -- Report to state
board.

D)

-11-
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(8 Asused in thissection, "intervention" means a series of non-punitive and increasingly frequent and
individualized activities that are designed to:

(i) create atrusting relationship between teachers, students, and parents;
(if) improve attendance;

(iii) improve academic outcomes; and

(iv) reduce negative behavior referrals.

(b) "Intervention" includes:

(i) mentorship programs;

(if) family connection to community resources;

(iii) academic support through small group or individualized tutoring or similar methods; and

(iv) teaching executive function skills, including:

(A) planning;

(B) goal setting;

(C) understanding and following multi-step directions; and

(D) self-regulation.

2

() Subject to Subsection (2)(b), an LEA shall make efforts to promote regular attendance and resolve
school absenteeism and truancy issues for each school-age child who is, or should be, enrolled in the
LEA.

(b) A school-age child exempt from school attendance under Section 53G-6-204 or 53G-6-702, or a
school-age child who is enrolled in aregularly established private school or part-time school, is not
considered to be a school-age child who is or should be enrolled in a school district or charter school
under Subsection (2)(a).

(3) The efforts described in Subsection (2) shall include, as reasonably feasible:

(a) counseling of the school-age child by school authorities;

(b)

(i) issuing anotice of truancy to the school-age child in accordance with Section 53G-6-203; or

(i) issuing a notice of compulsory education violation to the school-age child's parent in accordance
with Section 53G-6-202;

(c) making any necessary adjustment to the curriculum and schedule to meet special needs of the
school-age child,;

-12 -
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(d) considering alternatives proposed by the school-age child's parent;

(e) incorporating attendance in the school-age child's course score or grade if:

(i) incorporation is determined appropriate through an individualized plan the school-age child's parent
and teacher develops;

(ii) parental written consent is obtained for the individualized plan; and

(iii) the parent retains the ability to revoke the parent's consent described in Subsection (3)(e)(ii) at any
timel] ;

(f) monitoring school attendance of the school-age child;

(g) voluntary participation in truancy mediation, if available; and

(h) providing the school-age child's parent, upon request, with alist of resources available to assist the
parent in resolving the school-age child's attendance problems.

(4) Inaddition to the efforts described in Subsection (3), the [tocal-school-board,-charter-schoot
governing-board,-or-school-district-] LEA governing board or LEA official may enlist the assistance

of community and law enforcement agencies and organizations for early intervention services as

appropriate and reasonably feasible in accordance with Section 53G-8-211.
(5) AnLEA shal:
(a) conduct regular reviews of student attendance data to identify students at risk of chronic

absenteeism;

(b) implement tiered interventions for students with attendance concerns;

(c) notify parents within two instructional days of a student's unexcused absence, including the total

number for the school year; and

(d) maintain accurate and timely attendance recordsin the LEA's student information system.

[(5)] (6) This section does not impose civil liability on boards of education, local school boards, charter
school governing boards, school districts, or their employees.
[(6)] (7) Proceedingsinitiated under this part do not obligate or preclude action by the Division of Child
and Family Services under Section 53G-6-210.
[(7)] (8) Each LEA shall annually report the following data separately to the state board:
(a) absenceswith avalid excuse; and
(b) absenceswithout avalid excuse.
Section 6. Section 53G-6-210 is amended to read:
53G-6-210. Educational neglect of a minor -- Procedures -- Defenses.

-13-
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(1) With regard to aminor who is the subject of a petition under Section 80-3-201 based on educational
neglect:

(a) if alegationsinclude failure of a minor to make adequate educational progress, the juvenile court
shall permit demonstration of the minor's educational skills and abilities based upon any of the
criteriaused in granting school credit, in accordance with Section 53G-6-702;

(b) parental refusal to comply with actions taken by school authoritiesin violation of Section
53G-10-202, 53G-10-205, 53G-10-403, or 53G-10-203, does not constitute educationa neglect;

(c) parenta refusal to support efforts by a school to encourage a minor to act in accordance with any
educational objective that focuses on the adoption or expression of a persona philosophy, attitude,
or belief that is not reasonably necessary to maintain order and discipline in the school, prevent
unreasonabl e endangerment of persons or property, or to maintain concepts of civility and propriety
appropriate to a school setting, does not constitute educational neglect; and

(d) an allegation of educational neglect may not be sustained, based solely on a minor's absence
from school, unless the minor has[-been-absent] absences without a valid excuse from school

or from any given class, that are also without good cause, for more than 10 consecutive
[school] instructional days or more than 1/10 of the applicable school term.

(2) A minor may not be considered to be educationally neglected, for purposes of this chapter:

(a) unlessthereis clear and convincing evidence that:

(i) the minor has failed to make adequate educational progress, and school officials have complied with
the requirements of Section 53G-6-206; or

(if) the minor istwo or more years behind the local public school's age group expectations in one or
more basic skills, and is not receiving special educational services or systematic remediation efforts
designed to correct the problem;

(b) if the minor's parent or guardian establishes by a preponderance of the evidence that:

(i) school authorities have failed to comply with the requirements of thistitle;

(if) the minor is being instructed at home in compliance with Section 53G-6-204;

(iii) thereisdocumentation that the minor has demonstrated educational progress at alevel
commensurate with the minor's ability;

(iv) the parent, guardian, or other person in control of the minor has made a good faith effort to secure
the minor's regular attendance in school;

(v) good cause or avalid excuse exists for the minor's absence from school;

-14 -
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(vi) the minor is not required to attend school under court order or is exempt under other applicable
state or federal law;
(vii) the minor has performed above the twenty-fifth percentile of the local public school's age
group expectationsin al basic skills, as measured by a standardized academic achievement test
administered by the school district where the minor resides; or
(viii) the parent or guardian presented a reasonable alternative curriculum to required school
curriculum, in accordance with Section 53G-10-205 or 53G-10-403, and the alternative curriculum
was rejected by the school district, but the parents have implemented the alternative curriculum; or
(c) if theminor is attending school on aregular basis.
Section 7. Section 7 is enacted to read:
53G-6-213. Data quality and monitoring requirements.
(1) An LEA shall:
(a) ensurethe LEA's student information system accurately captures and reports student enrollment,

attendance, and membership data; and

(b) conduct an annual internal audit of attendance data accuracy.
(2) The state board shall:

(a) establish minimum standards for LEA attendance data quality:;
(b) conduct periodic audits of LEA attendance data;

(c) provide technical assistance to an LEA with data quality issues,

(d) publish annual reports on statewide attendance trends and data quality; and

(e) implement corrective action procedures for an LEA that fails to meet data quality standards.
(3) An LEA that fails to meet state data quality standards shall:
(a) develop and implement a corrective action plan within 60 days and submit the plan to the state

board;
(b) submit monthly progress reports to the state board until compliance is achieved; and

(c) asthe state board determines, be subject to withholding of state funding until complianceis
demonstrated.

(4) Notwithstanding Subsection (3), an LEA may not be subject to corrective action procedures or
withholding of state funding under Subsection (3) if the LEA's only failure to meet state data

quality standards relates to the tracking or reporting of excused absences as described in Subsection
53G-6-206(8)(a).
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SB0058S03 compared with SB0058S04

Section 8. Section 8 is enacted to read:
53G-6-214. L EA accountability measures.
(1) AnLEA shall:
(a) establish written policies and procedures for attendance tracking, intervention, and enforcement that

comply with state law;

(b) train al relevant staff on attendance policies and procedures annually;

(c) ensure consistent implementation of attendance policies across all schools within the LEA; and

(d) provide clear communication to parents and students regarding attendance expectations and

conseguences.
(2) An LEA governing board shall:
(a) review relevant attendance data;

(b) evaluate the effectiveness of attendance interventions annually;

(c) ensure adequate resources are alocated for attendance monitoring and intervention programs; and

(d) approve any changes to attendance policiesin a public meeting.
Section 9. Effective date.
Effective Date.
This bill takes effect on July 1, 2026.

2-9-26 4.00 PM
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